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Another Great Reveal 
Luke 24:24-35 

 
As a child I loved the dot to dot puzzle books.  I tried figuring out the image 

just by looking at the dots.  Sometimes it was easy.  I would connect all the dots 

to confirm whether or not I guessed correctly.  Then I would move on to the next 

puzzle.  However, the images never really came alive until I used my colors and 

imagination to finish the image.  The outline gave away the secret, but how I 

chose to portray the image is what revealed its true nature.  I believe our story 

today not only connects the dots but reveals to us a new understanding of what it 

means to be a Christian.  Let’s go back to Easter Sunday an start connecting the 

dots. 

Easter Sunday, we identified those defining God moments where you knew 

God was working in your heart.  For me, these God moments are more than an 

event that happened where I knew God was with me.  God moments are those 

times when I have allowed God to awaken in me something that changes how I 

look at life.  It actually changes my personality leading me to thinking different, 

acting different, and being different for the rest of my life.  Maybe it could be 

called my Apostolic moment; that moment when I realize I have a mission for God 
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to complete.  I believe after Jesus’ resurrection, many lives changed from disciple 

(student) to Apostle (commissioned).  Let me explain. 

In our passage today, the Passover celebration has ended.  The crowds are 

returning home.  Luke has invited us to join a couple men who are returning 

home to Emmaus.  Their conversation was focused on the events that happened 

with the man, Jesus, who died on the cross.  They had known Jesus and his 

disciples.  Luke doesn’t share with us how they were connected, but we know 

that were followers of Jesus.  The walk allowed these men to process what they 

had just witnessed.  Along their journey, they were joined by a third man who 

they did not recognize.  The third man asked what they were discussing.  These 

men were shocked that this stranger had no concept of what had just happened 

in Jerusalem.  “Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem 

who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?”  The 

man had not heard.  Cleopas and his friend began to tell them all about their 

friend Jesus and all that had happened.  They shared how sad they were because 

this was the end of their journey with Jesus.  All they had left now were stories of 

the great things they had witnessed.  I believe Cleopas and his friend had only 

watched with their eyes and not with their hearts.  Time with Jesus was meant to 

change hearts and lives. 
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Cleopas and his friend ended their story by sharing with this stranger that 

some of them went to the tomb and discovered the women were right; Jesus was 

gone.  The stranger’s response came as a surprise to them.  He said, “Oh, how 

foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 

declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and 

then enter into his glory?”  According to Luke, this stranger continued to share 

the stories from the old testament of things from the past that came to light.  I 

believe this is key to a true transformation that happens in a defining God 

moment.  Cleopas and his friend could only focus on what Jesus, the human, had 

done for them and all the followers.  They had not been able to understand that 

the true proof of who Jesus was came from the prophets of the Old Testaments 

stories they believed to be true.  This stranger was attempting to help them 

connect the dots between how God worked in the world and how God is a part of 

us.  They didn’t get it.  Now this stranger was frustrated with them.  The only way 

for them to truly understand was through their own personal experience.  They 

had to tell their story from a first-person view.   

Witnessing about God is simply that; sharing from a first-person 

perspective.  The Disciples told the stories of what Jesus did until they saw his 

resurrected body themselves.  Their language then changed from him/he to I/me 
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which gives more proof to unbelievers or marginal believers.  This is why I 

continue to invite you to tell the stories OF Jesus, but to also share YOUR stories 

of your God moments.  It’s also why I think it’s important when we do ministry to 

add the piece about why you have been called by God to do what you are doing.  

This is you living into your Apostleship of being commissioned by God.  For me, 

ministry isn’t just about doing the good deeds, but about telling why doing these 

acts are important to you and your relationship with God.  It’s time to take the 

next step.  Why is God and the ministry of the church important to you?  Every 

time you answer it ask “Why” again.  Do this at least five times, asking “Why” 

each time allow yourself to go deeper in your soul for the answer.  You may think 

I’m crazy for inviting you on this “Why” journey, but I pray that what you will find 

is a witness to Christ you have never experienced.  This is what happened to 

Cleopas and his friend.  Now for the rest of the story. 

As they arrived at Emmaus, the stranger was going to continue on his way, 

but Cleopas and his friend chose to invite him at least to dine with them and rest.  

I believe this gave them the opportunity to take their own “Why” journey.  This 

man seemed to know a great deal and they were eager to hear more history.  

What they found was something very different.  Luke shares, “When he was at 

the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 
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Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from 

their sight.”  They discovered that they did not need to go to history or even 

physically look with their eyes to see the Messiah.  The Messiah was with them all 

along.  For the first time in their lives, they allowed their hearts and souls to see 

God firsthand.  But that’s not the end of the story.  As quickly as Jesus vanished, 

they ran to tell the Disciples what they had witnessed with mind, body, and soul 

using first-person language.  This was their Apostleship moments.  They 

connected the dots. 

I realize this is a very different way of thinking about the story of Jesus’ 

resurrection.  We have been taught for centuries that telling the stories of Jesus’ 

life, death, and resurrection are the mission of the church.  We’ve also been 

taught that the church is mission is to help fill the needs of what’s lacking in 

peoples lives.  I agree with this one hundred percent.  I’m inviting you to think 

about taking one more step as you move from Disciple into Apostle, the 

commissioning.  Why do we do the ministries and programs of the church?  How 

are lives transformed, changed, forever, because they have experienced God 

through our work as disciples of Christ?  How are they learning to be Disciples as a 

result of your ministry?   We are commissioned to go and make disciples.  I 

believe we do that by connecting our dots to God.  What’s your story?  Amen. 


