
May 3, 2020                                                                          Maquoketa First United Methodist 
Church  

Rev. Alberta Ervin 1 

Enter Through the Front Gate 
John 10:1-10 

 
Family has always been an important part of my life.  However, family is not 

what most people think.  I believe that many interpret family as their parents, 

siblings, spouse, children, and grandchildren.  This is the biological definition of 

family, but for me, there are many others who are not blood relatives, but they 

are family.  Family for me are those people in my life who have allowed me in 

their life.  They have become vulnerable and taken a risk to trust me with those 

defining God moments.  In return, I, too, have been able to be vulnerable with 

them as I share my defining God moments.  In the passage today, John shares 

how Jesus teaches a recovered blind man that he is now part of the family of God.  

Let’s take a look. 

John sets the stage with Jesus sending a blind man he has healed to the 

Temple for cleansing so he can return to society; but there’s a problem.  The 

Religious leaders do not believe the man’s story, so they send him on his way.  

They think it’s a trick to get people to believe in this false prophet.  This man has 

eyes that can now see but he is still unable to return to the city and his normal 

life.  Without the cleansing ceremony he remains and outcast.  However, when 

Jesus hears the news, he finds this man, and welcomes him into God’s flock by 
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way of opening the gate and letting him walk in.  He is now family.  He now has a 

home.  He is no longer an outcast.  Are there times when you feel like you are the 

outcast?   

John writes this gospel as a way of bringing the light of God’s love, grace, 

and mercy into the darkness of life.  A place of darkness for this man was his 

blindness, however, the darkness for the Religious Leaders is their fear that Jesus 

was truly the Messiah.  I do kind of understand that fear.  If Jesus walked the 

earth today in that same way, I’d be skeptical and concerned for my family who 

followed him.  I would want to know more.  Jesus warns those who are listening 

(the Disciples, this blind man, you, me, and others) to walk straight up to Christ 

and knock on the door.  The time has come to take off the blinders of doubt, fear, 

and whatever else that may be keeping you from truly building a relationship with 

Jesus Christ.  

Shedding our blinders is the hard part.   It makes us vulnerable and 

susceptible to widening and deepening our relationship with God.  We will be 

called to engage with God, family, and friends with new eyes and new hearts.   

While it may feel scary, we are not alone.  When I think of biblical characters who 

allowed their hearts to be vulnerable and trust God, great things happened.  

Abraham was vulnerable when he took his son to be an offering to be an offering 
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to God.  Moses was vulnerable when he took his family and stood before Pharaoh 

demanding to set the Israelites free.  Peter was vulnerable when he stepped out 

of the boat and started walking towards Jesus.  When they found the courage, 

took the risk, Abraham became the father of God’s people, Moses led God’s 

people to the Promised Land, and Peter became the leader of Christianity after 

Jesus died on the cross.   

Jesus shares that we can not enter into God’s kingdom by sneaking in like a 

thief in the night, we must enter in through the gate and Jesus is that gate.  What 

does that mean?  Let’s connect the dots.  Thieves who come in the night, are 

attempting to enter without being seen.  They want something, but rather than 

asking, they would rather take.  How does one become a Christian when they 

protect their heart and only want to do the hand work they are comfortable 

doing?  In other words, how does one become a Christian, a follower of Christ if 

all that happens is we attend worship and never enter a conversation about God?  

In my continuing education class I took this week, we did an exercise where 

we were to track how we initially came to know Christ.  I discovered that I learned 

about God and invited God into my heart, through the conversations, studies, and 

sitting around the table in conversation.  As a result of this conversations, I came 

to worship to give God thanks for all he has done in my life and continues to do.  



May 3, 2020                                                                          Maquoketa First United Methodist 
Church  

Rev. Alberta Ervin 4 

God came to me because I found a safe place and safe people who would let me 

ask my questions about God.  They didn’t always have the answers.  Sometimes 

we found them together, but it was great conversation that lead me to the place 

of worship.  For me, worship is the gate through which I eventually walked to 

deepen my relationship with God.  What I hear Jesus saying is, it is important for 

us to invite others to come to the table of Christ with us.  Some may not know 

how to find God while others may just want to come when convenient and hope 

they can sneak in, but they will only lack the understanding needed to truly 

experience walking into the arms of Christ.   

Being a follower of Christ is not an easy or simple task.  We are constantly 

growing, changing, planting new opportunities for others, and harvesting souls for 

God from those seedlings.  It all starts with a simple invitation.  The church of 

today is the church of Christ, inviting, celebrating, welcoming, believing, trusting, 

and taking risks for God.  When we become the church of unbelief, turning way, 

and shutting down opportunities for God to transform, then the time has come 

for us to re-evaluate our mission, vision, and values.  When we come back to in 

person ministry, the question before you is “How does the ministry I do make a 

disciple of Christ?”   
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My invitation for you this week is to think about what prompted you to get 

to know Christ and what has prompted you to keep searching for more 

knowledge about Christ.  There may be someone you know that is early in their 

walk with Christ.  How can you be there for them and help them grow in putting 

their faith and trust in God?  I believe Christianity starts with curiosity and grows 

with curiosity.  Are you curious to know more?  Is there someone in your life that 

is searching?  The time has come to embrace those moments.  Don’t hide from 

them but find the courage to walk up to Christ’s gate and knock on the door.  You 

might be surprised what you find on the other side.   

Food for thought.  Amen. 


