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The Way Through the Cross 
John 12:13-16 

 
In the book, “Hope for the Flowers” by Trina Paulus, she tells the story of a 

caterpillar named Stripe who watched fellow caterpillars climbing and stepping on 
and over others with no idea about what was at the top.  

When he asked others what was at the top, the answer was “No one knows 
but it must be awfully good because everybody’s going there.  

“Stripe tried for a while and even met a lovely female caterpillar 
named Yellow and they tried together and gave up together.  Stripe tried again, 
and one day, as Yellow was waiting for Stripe to come back, she discovered a grey 
caterpillar struggling to create a cocoon. She offered to help,  

But the grey caterpillar said, “No, I have to do this to become a butterfly.” 
Yellow asked, “What is a Butterfly?”  It is what you are meant to become. 

It flies with beautiful wings and joins the earth to heaven.  It drinks only 
nectar from the flowers and carries the seeds of love from one flower to 
another.  Without butterflies the world would soon have few flowers.  

Yellow asked, “How does one become a butterfly?”   
The answer was “You must want to fly so much that you are willing to give 

up being a caterpillar.” 
 

This is one of my favorite stories to share on Palm Sunday.  It is a great 

image for listening to Jesus’ final days on earth and what happens with the 

Disciples after Jesus’ death.   Each are isolated either in their own tomb or housed 

together in the upper room waiting to be freed.  Sound familiar?  As we walk 

through these next days, I invite you to wrestle with what can be and needs to be 

different once you are free to resume your normal life.  It is also a time to decide 

how much you want to be a disciple of God and what you are willing to give up, to 

become that Disciple.   Let Jesus’ tomb become your own cocoon so you can 
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discover what God is calling you to do.  I believe that one blessing from this 

COVID-19 is that you have been given a time to slow down and really take a look 

at your personal life and your family life.  What is it that you miss or don’t miss?  

What changes are you seeing in your children, youth, spouse, or yourself that you 

like or don’t like?  I believe our world will be different once we are finally free to 

spread our wings and fly.  At least it has the opportunity to transform how we 

live, if we allow God to transform our mind, body, and soul.  Do you want to be a 

butterfly, a Disciple?  If so, let’s what we can learn from the world that was 

transformed as Jesus lead the way through the cross. 

The story begins with waving our palm branches as we watch Jesus enter 

Jerusalem riding on a donkey.  I envision this day as a warm spring day, the sun is 

shining, and the air is filled with the excitement of seeing Jesus enter the city.  He 

is the Grand Marshal of the Passover parade.  People have gathered in the streets 

waving their palm branches and throwing their cloaks on the ground to pave the 

way for the man who has become their great leader.  Think about the hurrah saw 

as you watched the Cardinal parade that happened this last week, where teachers 

got to see their students from a safe distance.  Jesus had a large following 

because he expressed God’s unconditional love and care to everyone.  In the last 

three years his ministry led him to raise people from the dead, cast out demons, 
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heal the sick, and teach great lessons about God.  In those years he also 

challenged the Scribes, Pharisees, Religious leaders, and his followers to love God 

and neighbor through some unconventional ways.  Jesus loved in a way the 

people had never felt loved before.  He didn’t pick and choose, Jesus loved 

everyone. 

On this day, Jesus come into Jerusalem for a special event, Passover.  The 

Jewish custom required all Jews to make the trek to Jerusalem for the Passover 

celebration at least once in their lifetime.  This was the year Jesus chose to join 

with others, Jews and Gentiles, to celebrate the Passover meal.  The crowds were 

growing even larger with Jesus’ arrival.  Gentiles were also congregating in the 

city adding to the typical Passover crowd.  As Jesus entered the back door, 

another dignitary, Pilot entered through the front gate with his army.  Pilot and 

his soldiers were sent to ensure the rules were followed during this Holy 

celebration.  As the city filled, there was a greater risk of riots and danger.   

Why was this Jewish celebration greater than other Jewish celebration?  

This feast dates back to the day God freed the Israelites from the cocoon of 

slavery to the Egyptian Pharaoh.  After four hundred years they were finally able 

to flap their wings and soar with God.  It was a celebration of how God expressed 

his love and guided them into a new life.  Jesus has been doing the same in his 
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three years of ministry with the Disciples.  They have been traveling the country 

sharing God’s unconditional love through listening, teaching, healing, raising from 

the dead, etc.  Jesus brought God back into a world that had lost sight of how 

God’s power and might live within their hearts, minds, and souls.  Jesus had 

brought them hope that God was still present, alive, and loving them.  As your life 

has slowed down and you are at home with family or alone, do you find yourself 

in more conversation with God?  What are you hearing God say to you?  What are 

the top three things you are longing for?  What has your eyes and heart been 

opened to seeing and feeling?  Jesus opened that same door to God, the people 

flooded to him, and lives were transformed.  This is where caterpillars became 

butterflies. 

During these last five weeks, we took a look at the basics of what we 

believe to be the foundation of a Christian life.  We have been reminded that our 

prayers, worship, study, generous giving, sharing of our gifts and our witnessing 

are what keep us moving forward and focusing on our journey to eternal life.  

These five elements are the key to helping us move from a caterpillar into a 

cocoon to transformed into a beautiful butterfly.  When we look at the ministry 

Jesus did to draw such a large following, we can find each of these components in 

his ministry and his life.  Prayer and worship became his grounding time with God.  
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He not only taught in the temples, but to the large crowd of followers.  Even in his 

moments of anger as he turned the tables or spoke harshly with his disciples, it 

was a teaching moment.  He often quoted scriptures from the old testament, 

especially in his last phrases on the cross.  He gave generously of his powers and 

even his life because it meant sharing the depth of God’s love for us.  He 

witnessed through his name, stories, and his actions that we are not alone, God is 

with us.  It truly is a day of celebration and waving of palm branches to give our 

thanks and praise to God as we shout, “Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!  Blessed 

is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna!   

While I would love to leave us on this happy high Holy moment, we also 

recognize that this is just the beginning of a chaos of events.  The story changes 

quickly from here on out as we create our cocoon of protection and 

transformation.  In a matter of days, Jesus goes from the Grand Marshal of the 

Passover parade to a tomb.  We understand how rapidly life can change.  One 

week we are worshipping together and the next day we are asked to stay home or 

practice physical distancing, schools are closed, businesses are closing or laying 

off staff, and we find ourselves in our own tomb called COVID – 19.  However, all 

is not doom and gloom.  There is hope, there is guidance, there is God walking 

with us.  Over these next few days, we will share this story of Jesus’ journey 
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through the tomb.  I invite you to think of how Jesus’ story can open your eyes to 

see, hear, and feel the power of God.  Remember when a caterpillar enters a 

cocoon, it comes out transformed and able to do things a caterpillar could never 

do.   

In this time of sequestering, I would invite you on an adventure to research 

what happens when a caterpillar enters the cocoon and what it takes to become a 

living butterfly.  (Parents, this could be a writing and/or presentation assignment.  

I would love to see what you find.) Here’s the second part of the assignment, 

what transformation or changes need to happen to become a better disciple for 

God.  Create a plan for how your life will be different.  Then, as a final step, make 

a butterfly of your own, using that time for self-reflection on the questions I asked 

earlier.  “How is this time of COVID-19 changing how I know God, how I relate to 

others, and what I deem most valuable in my life?”  Another way, of stating this 

is, “What will I do different once I’m freed from my COVID-19 cocoon?”  When 

your butterfly is complete find a way to display it on Easter Sunday for all the 

world to see.  Remember the words of grey the caterpillar, “You must want to fly 

so much that you are willing to give up being a caterpillar.”  Is there is something 

you want to change in your life? God is there to help you.  You are a butterfly 

waiting to fly.   Food for thought, Amen. 


