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Serve:  Here I Am, Lord Send Me 
Romans 12:1-2 

 
I think an optional title for this sermon could be, “Here I am Lord, send me 

but….”  I was greatly disappointed in life of the first church I served as a full time 

Pastor.  From seminary I had created in my head an image of a church filled with 

Christians who were taking care of the business inside the church, feeding their 

souls with studies and spiritual retreats, and connecting with people in the world.  

I was wrong.  While there was excitement, there was also excuses.  Things like, “I 

want to serve, but I’m not a leader.”  “I want to serve, but my calendar is full.”  “I 

want to serve, but I don’t want to be on a committee.”  I understand, which is 

why our subject today is about serving God.  Let’s begin by reviewing Paul’s words 

to the Roman Christian Community in chapter twelve verses one and two.  He 

begins with an appeal to us that, as Christians, we fully (mind, body and soul) 

present ourselves to God as a living sacrifice.  What does a living sacrifice mean?  

What does it have to do with serving God?   

Paul is attempting to help the church in Rome focus on their long-term 

goal, or vision, of eternal life with God.  For Paul, this means only serving one 

master, God.  If God calls us to an area to share the good news of God’s glory, 

then we go without questioning or saying, “I would love to, but…”  This is where 

the listening and paying attention to God’s voice becomes important.  Sometimes, 

in order to answer God’s call and make our sacrifice, we need to know it is truly 
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God’s voice.  Serving God is one of our foundational pieces of being a Christian in 

today’s world.  Jesus gave us the example of the ultimate living sacrifice when he 

died on the cross.  However, is that the same sacrifice God is asking of us today?  

My thought is maybe, but God is calling us to make choices and teach others the 

impact of our choices in the world.   

I’ll admit there have been times in my career where I was tired and the last 

place I wanted to be was at a meeting, bible study, or a church event.  At the 

same time, I also admit in the times I made the sacrifice, I was truly blessed by the 

other people.  In fact, I left fed and energized by the Holy Spirit.  Through our 

conversations, on whatever the topic was at the time, I was refreshed, and my 

soul renewed.  I have never had an experience where God has called me to serve 

that I didn’t walk away feeling blessed in some fashion.  But it meant choosing 

God over myself.  This is what Adam Hamilton discusses in our study, “The Walk”.   

As Christians, when we choose to say, “Here I am, Lord, send me” our task 

then is to go when God calls.  Sometimes God calls at the most inconvenient 

times, so do we say, “Sorry God, I’ll get to it next week?”  John Wesley wrote a 

covenant prayer as part of the worship service for Methodists to make their 

commitment to God.  It reads,  

I am no longer my own, but yours. 
Put me to what you will, place me with whom you will. 

Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 
Let me be put to work for you or set aside for you, 



March 15, 2020                                                                                 Maquoketa First United Methodist 

Rev. Alberta Ervin 3 

Praised for you or criticized for you. 
Let me be full, let me be empty. 

Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 
I freely and fully surrender all things to your glory and service. 

And now, O wonderful and holy God, 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer,  

you are mine, and I am yours. 
So be it. 

And the covenant which I have made on earth, 
Let it also be made in heaven.  Amen. 

 
The very first phrase is exactly what Paul is addressing to the Christians in 

Rome.  As a living sacrifice, we are not long bound to self, but to God.  Does this 

mean we give up our day job?  Not necessarily.  We are all called to various ways 

of serving God.  My calling is set apart to serve God as your spiritual leader.  I 

believe the majority of my work is here in the church, teaching, preaching, and 

helping you discern where God needs your hands, feet, and voice in the world.  I 

hear your calling as helping others in the world and glorifying God as you work 

side by side.  The choice I see for all Christians is when do I choose to serve God 

over something that culturally dominates my free time?  Jesus taught us that 

there will always be something that interferes with time spent with God or in 

service with God.  Many believe that simply doing good works is enough, but is it?  

A question that often crosses my mind is, “How will others know about God, 

simply by the works that I do?”  John Wesley also writes: 

Do all the good you can, 
by all the means you can, 
in all the ways you can, 
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in all the places you can, 
at all the times you can, 

to all the people you can, 
as long as ever you can. 

 

I believe there was a time in our culture where good deeds automatically equated 

to the work of God.  However, that is not our culture today.  I invite you to ask 

yourself the next time you do a good deed, “how will this person know God loves 

them and they are a child of God; person of worth.”   

This lifestyle of being a Christian is hard work.  Sometimes it means being a 

leader, recruiter, teacher, listener, doer, and so much more as a servant of God.  I 

believe the key is in the word “servant.”  When I think of a servant, I think of the 

old tradition of hiring men and women to be butlers and maids.  People who 

choose to help another by walking with them in life taking care of the little things 

so their “Masters” could focus on larger tasks.  These are not slaves forced to 

serve, but people who took great pride in their role at the mansions.  They made 

sacrifices and did all they could to make life easier for those who employed them.  

What would our church look like if our mission statement was “To be a servant of 

God?” Would we carry out our tasks differently focusing more on the “service” 

aspect? 

I believe God has a clear message for us, when we listen and pay attention 

to God’s voice.  I think God may be calling us back to role of servants of Christ.  
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Jesus often reminded us he first shall be last, and he even went so far as to wash 

the feet of the disciples.  In Jesus time, it was customary to wash the feet of 

guests as they arrived to cleanse them of the dirt and grime of their days walk.  It 

was meant to be refreshing and a gesture of welcome, expressing God’s love, and 

showing respect and honor.  It was the job of the servants to do the washing of 

the feet.  The question of servanthood in our culture might be asking, “Would I 

wash the feet of another?” 

Today, we are reminded that we are servants of God.  At our baptism and 

membership into the church we have said, “Here I am Lord, send me.”  Today, I 

invite you to recommit yourself to be a servant of God, be a living sacrifice ready 

to humbly serve God’s people.  It’s difficult to choose God sometimes because we 

have too many places we want to be and not enough of us to go around.  It’s ok 

to struggle with what to do.  We are all in the same boat.  However, I would invite 

you to see church as a time to feed your soul, to reconnect with God, and use 

your passion to help share with the world how much God loves them.  How will 

you serve God and be fed by God at the same time? 

Food for thought, Amen.  


