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Give 
Matthew 6:19-21 

 
Greetings in the name of Christ.  I’m coming to you this morning via livestream, 

radio, and written word.  Since our last gathering life has changed quickly.  A life of 

being sequestered, limited, stuck at home, is the exact opposite of what most of us 

ordinarily experience.  (I use the word “sequestered” instead of quarantined because 

many of us feel fine but understand the importance of limiting our social gatherings.)  

Thank you for your wise judgment in following our government guidelines.  With 

grateful hearts we thank God that Iowa only has 69 reported cases out of a possible 3.1 

million in the state, at the time of this writing.  However, in the course of just a few 

days, in many ways we find ourselves entering into a new way of being the church.   

When we began our Lenten season, I prayed that you could find time in your 

hectic schedules to spend with God and listen to God.  Little did I know that the hectic 

life schedules (especially for parents) would come to a screeching halt.  I believe God 

will utilize this time to engage in conversations with us.  One of the great things about 

this sudden stop is it gives us the opportunity to have conversations about what is most 

important to you and your family.   As a Disciple of Christ, what is most important to you 

about God, others, and the church?  Another way of stating this is what is so important 

to you about God, others, and the church that you are not willing to give it up?  These 



 

2 

are the things we identify as treasures; the things we need to keep doing but perhaps in 

a different way.  So, I invite you to do what is called RAD (Reflect, Adjust, Do).  Once we 

name our treasured values, what adjustments need to be made in this time of crisis, and 

how do we carry these out in daily practice? 

As you know, this Lenten season we are going back to our basics of the promises 

we have made to God to be the church in Maquoketa and the world.  Today, we come 

to the “Giving: Where your treasure is” lesson.   Our passage comes from Matthew 

where we learn about treasures on earth and in heaven.  The author of Matthew shares 

with us an in-depth sermon Jesus preaches to anyone who will listen.  Jesus has 

collected his twelve Disciples (students), takes them to the top of a mountain, and 

begins teaching them what’s important for the future.  About halfway through this 

sermon on the mount, Jesus instructs them on “treasures.”  Let’s talk a look. 

Jesus says very little about what he refers to as “treasures.”  Matthew sums it up 

in a few verses, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and 

steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  I believe the lesson for 

the Disciple is to look beyond what can be physically given and received.  For me, a 

treasure is something I hold deep within my soul.  I guess I’m like Mary, Jesus ’Mother, 
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when she told the Shepherds she would “ponder” their words in her heart.  I believe the 

treasure is often in the giving or in the gesture rather than the material object.  I had a 

situation one time where we were planning on a fundraiser for the church.  The 

committee was discussing the option of giving some “free” tickets to the local 

community cupboard.  This stirred quite the hornet’s nest for various reasons.  The chair 

of the committee shared this dilemma with her husband.  His response was, “Don’t 

forget the gift is in the giving.”  He’s right.  When we give a gift, no matter what it is, the 

receiver has a choice of what to do with it.  My gift was to give it.   

Jesus teaches us that treasures are not the things we collect, the objects that can 

rust or be broken.  The treasures of God are how we teach and treat others and show 

them God’s love, grace, and mercy.  I have noticed Facebook has been lit up with ways 

folks are helping each other.  Social media, even though many thought it was overused, 

has now become a lifeline.  The question now has become, how do we, as the church, 

create opportunities to offer God’s treasures to others in the world.  We’ve been talking 

about how we, not only do good deeds but let people know we are sharing God’s love 

with them as well.  We now have an opportunity to move from the talking stage into 

action as we become the hands, feet, and voice of God in our community. 

Two ministries we have been able to put in place quickly are a phone/card 

ministry and an errand ministry.  With our phone/card ministry, our intention is to stay 
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connected with every member of our congregation by checking in through phone calls 

or sending cards.  If you are willing to help with this ministry, please contact the church 

office.  Think about it.  If you are an extravert, needing to be around people, or alone 

with no contact, how would it feel to get a phone call or note from the Maquoketa First 

United Methodist Church saying, “Hey, we are checking on all our members.  How ya 

doing?  Know that we are keeping you in our prayers.  The next time I wash my hands 

and sing Jesus Loves me, I’ll put your name in instead of mine.  God bless your day. If it’s 

ok, I’ll check on you again next week.”  This is a ministry you can do in your pajamas with 

a cup of coffee in your hand. 

Our second ministry involves practicing a bit more physical distancing.  We have 

created an errand ministry.  We have a list of folks who are willing to run some of those 

necessary errands so you can stay safe in your home.  We can do grocery or pharmacy 

runs for those necessary items that you need to stay safe.  Again, if this is a ministry in 

which you would be interested in helping, please contact the church office.  If you are in 

the high-risk category, please call the church office so we can help you stay healthy.  We 

have heard over and over, stay home and stay healthy.   

I know there are many other things we can do in the name of God.  Some are 

sewing masks, and I’m sure there are other wonderful ways we are pulling together as a 

community.  Our card ministry can spread beyond our membership to our community 
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leaders.  What if you sent a card to your doctor’s office, the hospitals, police station, city 

hall, hospice, public health, clergy, grocery store managers, and the list could be 

endless.  Words of encouragement, prayers, social media posts are ways we can share 

our treasures from God.  Our situation is not going to be over in a couple weeks.  We are 

in this for the long hall, no matter how long it takes.   

Remember the words of the angels who appeared to so many of our ancestors, 

“Do not be afraid.”  Even Jesus, before he left the Disciples and ascended into heaven 

said, “And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  We are in it to the 

end, giving to others the treasures God has given to us:  love, faith, strength, and 

encouragement.  I invite you to check back throughout the week to this Facebook page 

and our website for more devotions, prayers, and maybe even a “social connecting” 

hymn sing.  No matter how long it takes, know we love you and God loves you.  We are 

here to help however we can.  Don’t forget, as you wash your hands, to be reminded 

that God loves you as you sing, “Jesus love me.”   

Until next week.  God bless you!  Amen 


